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of the anomalies in the distribution of representatives was
arranged by a system, which was to be, permanent, of setting
aside a sum of money to compensate'other boroughs as their
population languished, in order to transfer their representa-
tion to growing towns which asked for a voice in Parliament.
The country constituencies were to heL Hitareased JW.^fie
enfranchisement of copyholders.
Fox supported Pitt in his general project, but took
exception at once to two vicious principles m his scheme,
He denounced the proposal to compensate the disfranchised
boroughs as implying a mischievous view of the meaning
of Parliamentary institutions. "There was something
injurious in holding out pecuniary temptations to an
Englishman to relinquish his franchise, on the one hand,
and a political principle which equally forbade it on
another. He was uniformly of an opinion which, though
not a popular one, he was ready to aver, that the right
of governing was not property, but a trust; and that
whatever was given for constitutional purposes should be
resumed, when those purposes should no longer be carried
into effect . . . The different parts of the plan would cer-
tainly, in a Committee, be submitted to modification and
amendment: but as it now stood, admitting only the first
principle, every other part, and the means taken to attain
the principle, were highly objectionable. He should not
hesitate to declare that he would never agree to admit the
purchasing from a majority of electors the property of the
whole. In this he saw so much injustice, and so much
repugnance to the true spirit of our constitution, that he
would not entertain the idea for a moment." One of the
details again of the proposal Fox had little difficulty in
demolishing. Pitt proposed that the sum set aside for com-
pensation should accumulate until it was large enough to
tempt the owner of a decayed borough to sell his interest.
The effect of such a decree, as Fox pointed out, was to put a
premium on retaining possession, for the longer the owner
kept the borough, the richer the ultimate spoil. These